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Recognized Certifying Bodies for DPO Certification 
Clarification for incorporation as an addendum to the MTS DP Operations Guidance 

To the DP Community and Industry Stakeholders, 

The Marine Technology Society (MTS) Dynamic Positioning Committee issues this clarification to address 
an inconsistency in the recognition of Dynamic Positioning Operator (DPO) certifying bodies within the 
MTS DP Operations Guidance. Stakeholders may apply the clarification below with immediate effect, 
pending the planned update to the guidance. 

The Guidance and Standards Subcommittee plans to begin that update in the third quarter of 2027. Its 
preliminary review identified that Part 2, Appendix 1, Section 3.28.6 recognizes DNV Seaskills, the 
Nautical Institute and OSVDPA, but this recognition is not consistently reflected in Part 2, Appendix 2, 
Section 3.24.7 and Part 2, Appendix 3, Section 3.24.7. 

The update will align these provisions to reflect the following requirements: 

The minimum manning and experience of key DP personnel when operating on DP should be as stipulated 
in the applicable industry codes, standards and practices: 

a.  Training and experience shall be in accordance with IMCA M117. 

b.  DPOs manning the DP Control Centre shall be accredited by one of the following three bodies: DNV 
Seaskills, the Nautical Institute or OSVDPA. 

The DP community and industry stakeholders referring to the MTS DP Operations Guidance may 
implement this clarification immediately while the formal update is being undertaken. 

Sincerely, 

 
Chairman, Guidance and Standards Subcommittee 
MTS Dynamic Positioning Committee 


