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   Shared Goals 

 Incident free execution, reduce marine casualties 

 

 Enhanced training & competency  

 

 Balance safety and facilitating commerce 

 

 

  

 



   Bottom Line Up Front 

 CG oversight now under existing authority 

• Policy out, more on the way 

•  NCOE training inspectors 

•  DPS check during exams, must operate “as advertised”  

 

 DP standards considered for future regulations 

• National Offshore Safety Advisory Committee recommendations 

• Industry input: DP Conferences, Trade Events and Seminars 

• Strong commitment to “Getting-It-Right” 

  

 



   Coast Guard Authority & DP Design Policy 

 Existing regulations 

address MODUs, FPSOs 

 

 

 

 MODU Code “anchoring 

equivalent” 

 

 

 

 Other vessels/operations 

need regulations 



   “anchoring equivalent”: what’s that? 

 DP Equipment Class 2 

  Single failure should not result in loss of  electrical 

power 

  Electric power comes back automatically? 

  You should NOT “lose position” 



   What does “losing position” mean?  

 Predefined, operationally dependent 

• certain operations more critical than others 

 Captured in consequence analyzer? 

 

  

 
 

RED zone: Possible 

 subsea damage 



   CG Policy: DP Operations 

 

 DPS equipped = self propelled 

 

 DPS operation = underway 

 

 February 2011 CG legal memo 

 

 

 

 



   CG Concerns: DP Operations 

 

 Safe Manning Levels 

 

 Watch Structure 

 

 DPO Training/Certification 

 

 



   

  Master/DPO training, ability, authority to use EDS 

  Loss of power: single failure / closed bus 

  Failure to auto-recover electrical power  

  PRS error drive / drift offs 

 

DP – Safety Gaps / Casualties 



   Industry Input: NOSAC 

 DP standards considered for future regulations 

• National Offshore Safety Advisory Committee recommendations 

• Next meeting November 15, 2011, Clear Lake, TX – Hilton Clear Lake 

       We need your participation & input!   

  

 



   Take Away 

 CG oversight now under existing authority 

• Policy out, more on the way 

•  NCOE training inspectors 

•  DPS check during exams, must operate “as advertised”  

 

 DP standards considered for future regulations 

• National Offshore Safety Advisory Committee recommendations 

• Industry input: DP Conferences, Trade Events and Seminars 

• Strong commitment to “Getting-It-Right” 
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Questions? 

CDR Rob Smith 

Robert.L.Smith@uscg.mil 

202-372-1410 

CDR Josh Reynolds 

Joshua.D.Reynolds@uscg.mil 

202-372-1355 




