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Agenda
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• Assurance of personnel – DP 
Practitioner Accreditation Scheme

• DP Event Reporting and 
feedback
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Feedback Methods

©IMCA 2019

DP Station Keeping Event Summary 2018
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Participation 2015-2018



• 147 reports received – up 50% on previous year

• 24 DP incidents / 82 Undesired Events / 41 observations

• Electrical & human factors are the most frequent causes of 2018 events

• Electrical: Poor design / component selection / Lack of maintenance / testing

• Human factors: lack of knowledge / training / experience of DP functionality / 
operator error / insufficient process and procedure

IMCA DP Station Keeping Events 2018
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• 95 reports received (End Sept)

• 17 DP incidents – 10 attributed to human factors

• 52 Undesired Events – 25 electrical / 15 human factors

• 26 Observations

• Electrical & human factors continue to be the most frequent causes of 
incidents and undesired events – the same reasons as detailed in 2018.

IMCA DP Station Keeping Events 2019
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WHY?

• Incomplete and inadequate trials 

being conducted (not in accordance 

with IMCA M190)

• Difficult conversations between DP 

vessel operators, Clients & DP 

consultants

DP Practitioner Accreditation Scheme
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DP Practitioner Accreditation Scheme
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AIMS

• Improve the consistency and conduct of DP trials

• Set a recognised level of knowledge for DP assurance personnel

OBJECTIVES

• Provide assurance 

—that DP auditors attending vessels for trials are accredited to a 
recognized standard

—that personnel conducting DP assurance duties in both vessel 
operator and client offices are accredited to a recognised 
standard.

• Meet the OCIMF requirements for DP Assurance Framework 
(Published 2016)
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DP Practitioner Accreditation Scheme
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TWO CATEGORIES OF ACCREDITATION

• A DP Trials & Assurance Practitioner

—A person actively involved in producing, witnessing and assessing the 
results of DP FMEA proving trials and DP annual trials programmes

• A Company DP Authority

—A person who manages, and provides advice on, DP assurance 
processes and is typically employed within:

– A DP vessel operator

– A DP vessel chartering company (The Client)
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Certification & Qualification Requirements
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• Seafarer – Management level STCW certification

• Non-seafarer – Technical degree/HNC/HND, or equivalent

• Additionally for a DP Trials & Assurance Practitioner;

—Evidence of quality awareness (QA) training OR

—An eCMID AVI with DP trials supplement
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Experience & Knowledge
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COMPANY DP AUTHORITY

• Two years experience managing DP operations

—As Company DP Authority according to M117

—As DP Master or Chief Engineer

—As IMCA DP Assurance & trials practitioner

AND

• Attended at least two DP Trials within the last 3 years. 

• Have a good knowledge of IMCA DP related guidelines and good 
industry practice;

—CAM/ASOG development

—DP incident investigation

—DP FMEA gap analysis



16

Experience & Knowledge
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DP TRIALS & ASSURANCE PRACTITIONER

• Two years attending and being responsible for DP trials OR

• Shadowing an accredited DP Trials & Assurance Practitioner for the same period

AND

• Developed at least one DP FMEA and at least one annual DP trials programme as a 
key team member

• Knowledge and involvement / understanding of IMCA DP related guidelines and 
good industry practice; 

— CAM/ASOG development 

— DP incident investigation

— DP FMEA gap analysis
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Knowledge Assurance
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Multiple choice on line examination
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Three Yearly Revalidation
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• There is no requirement to sit another exam

POINTS ARE EARNED FOR COMPLETING SPECIFIED ACTIVITIES

• The majority of activities are performing the role

• Others are CPD related

• 14 activities identified for Company DP Authority

• 20 activities identified for DP Trials & Assurance Practitioner
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DP Practitioner Accreditation Scheme
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PROGRESS

• Dedicated webpage 

https://www.imca-int.com/divisions/marine/personnel/dp-accreditation/

• Applications opened 1st May 2019

• 11 exam centres across the globe – for scheduled exams

• Demand led exam dates will be available

• Extremely high volume of interest through direct enquiries

• Over 700 application packs downloaded since 1st May 2019 

https://www.imca-int.com/divisions/marine/personnel/dp-accreditation/


www.imca-int.com

Improving performance in the

marine contracting industry
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