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Sanrue

SAFETY ALERT

February 24, 2015 Coast Guard Alert 01-15
Washington, DC BSEE Alert #315

DYNAMIC POSITIONING SYSTEM FAILURES ON OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSELS ENGAGED IN OIL
AND GAS OPERATIONS IN THE U.5. OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF

Discussion: This Joint Safety Alert addresses a dynamic positioning (DP) incident invelving an Offshore
Supply Vessel (O5V) which resulted in a loss of position while conducting a eritical Outer Continental Shelf
(OCS) activity. The OSV was attached to a wellhead, lost position and severed the wellhead tree causing a
lubricant release on the platform deck and to the environment. Immediately prior to the position loss, the OS5V
had multiple DP system alarms and failures, including loss of bow thruster and engine control. No attempt was
made to identify or correct the causes of these failures and the operations continued.
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May 4, 2012- MODUSs

Flashback
(2013 CG Presentation)

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard
[USCG-2011-1106]

Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Dynamic
Positioning Guidance

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notice of Recommended Interim
Voluntary Guidance.

SUMMARY: On December 29, 2011, the
Coast Guard published a notice of
availability and request for comments
regarding a draft policy letter on
Dynamic Positioning (DP) Systems,
Emergency Disconnect Systems,
Blowout Preventers, and related training
and emergency procedures on a Mobile
Offshore Drilling Unit. We received
comments both as submissions to the
docket and at a public meeting held on
February 9, 2012, at Coast Guard
Headquarters. Based on the comments
received, the Coast Guard intends to
adjust the scope of the policy described
in that notice. The Coast Guard is
publishing this notice to recommend
interim voluntary DP system guidance
and recommend DP incident reporting
criteria.

“The Coast Guard...
Intends to initiate a
rulemaking that addresses
DP incident reporting
requirements and
minimum DP system
design and operating
standards.”

Oct 12, 2012- Vessels

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard
[Docket No. USCG—2011-1106]

Dynamic Positioning Operations
Guidance for Vessels Other Than
Mobile Offshore Drilling Units
Operating on the U.S. Outer
Continental Shelf

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.
ACTION: Notice of Recommended Interim
Voluntary Guidance.

SUMMARY: On May 4, 2012 the Coast
Guard published a notice of
recommended interim veluntary
guidance titled “Mobile Offshore
Drilling Unit Dynamic Positioning
Guidance”. The notice recommended
owners and operators of Mobile
Offghore Drilling Units (MODUs) follow
Marine Technology Society (MTS)
Dynamic Positioning (DP) operations
guidance for MODUs. The Coast Guard
is now also recommending owners and
operators of all vessels other than
MODUs conducting Outer Continental
Shelf (OCS) activities on the 1.5, OCS
follow the appropriate MTS DP
operations guidance for these vessels. In
particular, the Coast Guard recommends
owners and operators of these vessels
operate within an Activity Specific
Operating Guideline for each activity
and operate with its Critical Activity
Mode of Operation when that activity is
critical.




Flashback
(2013 CG Presentation)

Historical DP incidents with significant lessons
learned to voluntaryDPIncidentReport@uscg.mil

OCSNCOE Home

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF NATIONAL CENTER OF EXPERTISE
About Us {GCSNCOE}

U.S. Department of 21007 S SW. STOP 7385
Homeland Security v

United States
Coast Guard

16711/ DP MODL
77 FR 26562
AN June 19, 2013

From: David S. Fish. CAPE __(A~) I
COMDT (CG-5PC) T

Distribution

VOLUNTARY REPORTING OF DYNAMIC POSITIONING (DP) INCIDENTS ON
MOBILE OFFSHORE DRILLING UNITS (MODUS)

{(a) Coast Guard Federal Register Notice 77 FR 26562, “Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit
Dynamic Positioning Guidance,” May 4%, 2012

(b) “DP Operations Guidance Prepared through the Dynamic Positioning Commirtee of
the Marine Technology Society to aid in the safe and effective management of DP
Opcrations”, March 2012 Part 2 Appendix 1 (dynamically positioned MODUSs),
available at hitp:/ sdynamis-positioning.com/'dp_operations guidance.cfm

(c) Marine Technology Socicty (MTS) Techop “Defining Critical Activities for
Selecuion of Critical Activity Modc™, Junc 2013

- PURPOSE. This policy letter clarifies the protocol for voluntary repornting of MODU DP
incidents and outlines how the Coast Guard would use voluntary incident reports to facilitate
industry wide improvements o DP reliability by using lessons leamed from voluntary reports.

D). None
DISCUSSION

a  Reference (a) recommended that owners and operators of dynamically positioned
MODUs (not leascholders who contract MODU's) operating on the U.S. Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) voluntarily:

(1) Report 10 the Coast Guard reactive changes of DP status from “green™ 1o “red” as
described in paragraph 4.11 of reference (b) using the procedures listed in 46 CFR
405

(2) Ensure Well Specific Operating Guidelines (WSOGs) arc developed for operations at
every well and Jocation following the guidance in reference (b). An example WSOG
is provided in enclosure (1)

(3) Ensure a MODU anached to the seafloor of the U.S. OCS is operated in accordance
with the appropriate WSOG.



mailto:voluntaryDPIncidentReport@uscg.mil

Voluntary DP Incident Reports:
Not Investigated by OCMI if
Reported to NCOE for Lessons Learned

§140.201 General.

Under the direction of the Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection, inves-
tigating officers investigate the fol-
lowing incidents occurring as a result
of OCS activities:

(a) Death.

(b) Imjury resulting in substantial
impairment of any bodily unit or func-
tion.

(c) Fire which causes death, serious
injury or property damage exceeding
$25,000.

(d) Oil spillage exceeding two hun-
dred barrels of oil in one occurrence
during a thirty-day period.

(e) Other injuries, casualties, acci-
dents, complaints of unsafe working
conditions, fires, pollution, and inci-
dents occurring as a result of OCS ac-
tivities as the Officer in Charge, Ma-
rine Inspection, deems necessary to
promote the safety of life or property
or protect the marine environment.

U.S. Department of Commandant 2100 2™ St SW, STOP 7355
Homeland Security United States Coast Guard Washington, DC 20593-7355

Staff Symbaol: CG-5PC
United States Phone: (985) 380-5303
Coast Guard

VOLUNTARY REPORTING OF DYNAMIC POSITIONING (DP) INCIDENTS ON
MOBILE OFFSHORE DRILLINGY/NRIS (MODUS)

When the Coast Guard identifies sigiifant lessons learned that may benefit the entire
industry, it will publish a Marine Safet§ Alert transmitting these lessons learned. Such
alerts will not intentionally include vessel names, locations, or other identifying
information.

Historical DP incidents where, in the judgment of the MODU owner or operator, there
are significant lessons learned that may benefit the entire industry should also be sent to
the OCSNCOE supervisor -
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